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Cruising Experience on Summer Kyle (Belle Marie) 
by Mike & Marie Martin 

Gerr Marine, Inc.,  Naval Architects 
Covey Island Boatworks, Builders 

 
The  fo l lowing  is  a  co l lec t ion  of  no tes  and  comments  on  Summer Kyle /Bel le  Marie  
tha t  have  been  sen t  on  by  the  Mar t ins ,  in  many de l igh t fu l  e-mai l  miss ives ,  over  
many months  of  in tens ive  c ru is ing:  
 
Shoal-Draft  Shel ter ing  
We 've  jus t  spent  severa l  days  on  the  N.E.  Cape  Fear  River  tak ing  refuge  f rom 40-
p lus  knot  winds  tha t  were  the  southern  edge  of  the  s torm tha t  gave  you  guys  such  a  
pas t ing .  Had Marie ' s  e ighty- four  year  o ld  fa ther  wi th  us .  He was  comfor tab le  and  
happy in  the  forward  cabin  wi th  i t s  own head .  The  las t  t ime he  was  in  a  boat ,  i t  was  
a  t roopship  re turn ing  f rom Europe  in  1945.   
 
Bel le  Marie ' s  u l t ra  shoal  draf t  keeps  paying  of f  in  fun  and  safe ty .  The  Cape  Fear  
River  i s  qu i te  deep  and  we couldn ' t  f ind  an  anchorage  out  of  the  h igh  winds .  The  
depth  was  about  th i r ty  fee t  r igh t  up  to  the  shore l ine .  Enough scope  to  anchor  and  we 
were  out  in  the  middle  of  the  r iver  be ing  buffe ted  around badly .  
 
I  lowered  the  anchor  to  jus t  touch  the  water  and  nosed  the  bow in to  the  grasses  
under  the  t rees  a long  the  bank,  dropping  the  anchor  wi th  the  ins ide  contro l .  We 
nes t led  aga ins t  the  bank a l l  n ight  ou t  of  the  wind .  A boat  wi th  a  deep  kee l  and  
rudder  would  have  had  a  problem when the  curren t  tu rned  the  boat  broads ide  to  the  
shore  wi th  the  curren t .  Bel le  Marie  was  in  no  danger  a t  a l l  and  we spent  a  
comfor tab le  n ight .  Mar ie ' s  dad  d id  worry  about  wi ld l i fe  coming aboard  f rom the  
t rees ,  we  were  so  c lose .  Used  the  bow thrus ter  to  push  of f  the  bank  in  the  morning  
and  d idn ' t  have  to  worry  about  the  prop  banging  someth ing  on  the  bank.   
 
It  Al l  Works  
We now have  274 hours  on  the  engine ,  which  means  220 hours  s ince  we reached  
Newpor t  on  June  27th .  For  a  new,  cus tom boat ,  I  fee l  tha t  we have  had  few problems 
and  those  of  a  minor  na ture  wi th  the  so le  except ions  of  the  s tuf f ing  box and  the  
propel le r .  The  res t  have  been  n iggl ing  i r r i ta t ions  and  the  usual  process  of  learn ing  a  
new boat .  Even  af te r  200  hours  I  fee l  tha t  I 'm s t i l l  learn ing  the  boat .  I  can ' t  te l l  you  
of  the  hundreds  of  t imes  we have  remarked  on  how wel l  the  boat  works  and  is  bu i l t .  
 
Can’t  Get  Enough Time On Board  
We now have  three  hundred  hours  on  Bel le  Marie ' s  hour  meter  and  ge t  very  cranky 
and  i r r i tab le  when we are  away f rom her  more  than  two or  three  weeks  in  a  row.  
December  and  January  were  the  p i t s ,  bu t  we 've  got  the  weather  now to  go  back  to  
our  one  week of  the  month  schedule .  
 
We wi l l  head  for  the  Outer  Banks  of  Nor th  Carol ina  in  May,  then  back  up  to  the  
Chesapeake  in  June .  Wil l  p robably  spend most  of  the  summer  explor ing  there  aga in ,  
then  p lan  to  br ing  the  boat  to  F lor ida  ear ly  next  fa l l  and  keep  i t  on  the  Gulf  Coas t .   
 
Prop Wel l  Protected  From Debris  
You might  remember  tha t  I  was  a  b i t  concerned  tha t  Bel le  Marie ' s  tunnel  would  
d i rec t  debr is  r igh t  to  the  prop .  Hasn ' t  been  a  problem.  The  b ig  box  deadwood seems 
to  push  s tuf f  away f rom the  prop  a l though the  tunnel  does  tend  to  co l lec t  s tuf f  f rom 
the  surface .  I t  jus t  bumps a long  ins ide  the  tunnel  and  goes  out  the  back .  This  tends  
to  suppor t  your  theory  tha t  Bel le  swal lows her  own bow wave  f rom the  surface .  
 
Rough-Weather  Passage  
We le f t  Urbanna  Fr iday  the  22nd wi th  l igh t  snow,  s lee t  and  th i r ty - f ive  knots  of  wind  
-  0  degrees  C .  Nas ty!  The  bay  had  s ix  and  e ight  foot  ro l le rs  wi th  whi tecaps  headed  
the  same way we were .  Made  for  in te res t ing  s teer ing  s ince  the  au topi lo t  was  
comple te ly  overwhelmed,  but  I  had  the  "p leasure"  of  see ing  the  GPS reg is te r  15-
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plus  knots  for  th i r ty  seconds  a t  a  t ime as  we surfed  down ahead  of  the  ro l le rs .  Mar ie  
kept  say ing  tha t  we’d  wai ted  too  la te  in  the  year  to  move the  boat  South .  Seas  
behind  us  tha t  way we were  fa i r ly  comfor tab le .  S ince  the  winds  were  NW and we 
were  headed  SSE,  the  s teady  sa i l  he lped  again .  I  don ' t  unders tand  why more  boats  
don ' t  use  them espec ia l ly  the  Grand Banks  which  are  notor ious  ro l le rs .  Again ,  
thanks ,  Dave ,  for  the  ins is tence  on  the  whole  sa i l  package .   
 
We ran  to  the  locks  of  the  Dismal  Swamp Canal ,  about  ten  mi les  south  of  Norfo lk  
and  spent  the  n ight  in  f ront  of  them.  My notes  in  the  log  say  " too  t i red  to  take  tank  
readings  and  wri te  in  th is  log ."  Next  day  we passed  the  locks  a t  9 :00  ( lock  keepers  
hours  a re  shor te r  than  bankers! )  and  t rans i ted  the  canal  which  i s  about  s ix ty  fee t  
wide .  I t  was  or ig ina l ly  surveyed  by  George  Washington  and  dug by  s laves  in  the  
18th  Century .  I t  i s  absolu te ly  beaut i fu l .  Fa l l  co lored  t rees  l ined  both  s ides  so  h igh  
tha t  the  GPS went  absolu te ly  c razy .  Evident ly  the  t rees  in te r fere  wi th  the  rad io  
s ignals  f rom orb i t .  We went  four  hours  on  jus t  two headings .   
 
We crossed  the  notor ious  Albermar le  Sound the  next  morning  jus t  a f te r  dawn.  Ten  
knots  of  wind  wi th  the  t ide  made  a  nas ty  l i t t le  beam chop!  I  would  ha te  to  c ross  i t  in  
a  h igh  wind  and  unders tand  why boats  wi l l  wai t  for  days  for  be t te r  condi t ions  before  
c ross ing  the  s ix teen  mi les  of  the  Sound.   
 
The  next  severa l  days  were  beaut i fu l  c ru is ing  down the  Virg in ia  and  Nor th  Caro l ina  
coas ts .  Bel le  Marie  d raws comments  wherever  she  goes .  Had one  gent leman in  a  
new,  s ix ty  foot  Hinckley  ca l l  us  on  the  rad io  to  say  tha t  when he  was  t i red  of  sa i l ing  
he  wanted  a  boat  jus t  l ike  ours .   
 
Luxurious  Accommodations  
Bel le  i s  wonderfu l ly  luxur ious  for  two people  c ru is ing .  We don ' t  ever  use  the  f ront  
cabin  a t  a l l .  I f  the  water  i s  smooth  we run  a t  1 ,700  rpm which  g ives  10-p lus  knots .  
In  rougher  condi t ions  where  the  prop  wants  to  vent i la te  and  s ta l l  a  b i t ,  I  s low to  
1 ,500  rpm which  g ives  us  9  knots .  Hot  showers  every  day  and  the  ga l ley  cabin  i s  a  
wonderfu l ly  snug p lace  to  s i t  i f  i t  i s  co ld  and  windy outs ide .  [Note :  engine  max is  
2 ,600  rpm,  g iv ing  12 .1  knots . ]  
 
Docking and Backing Down  
We jus t  go t  back ,  yes terday ,  f rom f ive  days  on  Bel le  Marie  explor ing  the  Cape  Fear  
River  so  I 've  had  recent  exper ience  wi th  Bel le ' s  handl ing  charac ter is t ics .  I  
de l ibera te ly  t r ied  a  d i f f icu l t  docking  and  backing  maneuver  to  ga in  prac t ice .  Backed  
in to  the  s l ip  ra ther  than  nos ing  in  f rom a  very  narrow a l ley  in to  a  very  narrow s lip .  
There  was  no  wind  and  the  S tevensons  were  wi th  us  provid ing  ex t ra  hands  and  
fenders  for  insurance .   
 
Bel le  sp ins  so  quick ly  to  s ta rboard  wi th  the  wheel  over  and  the  bow thrus ter  
working  tha t  I  can  turn  her  in  a  space  only  about  twenty  fee t  longer  than  she  i s .  I  
usua l ly  don’ t  bo ther  to  back ,  jus t  sp in  her  a round and  put  her  in  nose  f i r s t .  
 
My hypothes is  about  what  i s  go ing  on  is  tha t  the  prop  ac ts  as  a  b ig  paddle  wheel  
s ince  the  upper  th i rd  i s  exposed ,  pu l l ing  the  s te rn  to  por t  wi th  fa r  more  power  than  
in  a  fu l ly  submerged  prop .  Going  forward ,  the  hul l  shape  causes  the  tunnel  to  f i l l  fa r  
more  quick ly  than  going  backward  so  the  e f fec t  i s  no t  symmetr ica l .  In  fac t ,  her  
forward  acce lera t ion  is  s ta r t l ing .  Up to  ten  knots  she  fee ls  l ike  an  outboard  i f  you  
br ing  the  RPM's  up  quick ly .  I 've  learned  not  to  do  tha t  because  i t  th rows the  
passengers  a round.   
 
Bel le  behaves  about  the  same as  my o ld  Alb in .  Al though the  Alb in  has  a  fu l ly  
submerged  prop  and  doesn ' t  walk  to  por t  so  s t rongly ,  the  bow is  very  sha l low and  
fa l l s  of f  in  a  f lash .  The  ne t  resu l t  i s  tha t  bo th  boats  behave  in  a  very  s imi lar  way.  
The  Alb in  backs  up ,  then  walks  to  por t .  Bel le  Marie  moves  to  por t  f i r s t ,  then  backs  
up .   
 
Dur ing  my dockings  th is  week,  I  was  ab le  to  make  Bel le  move  a lmost  s ideways  to  
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por t  by  backing  in  shor t  burs ts  and  working  the  bow thrus ter  to  make  the  bow s tay  
even  wi th  the  s te rn .  Shor t  burs ts  of  forward  power  kept  i t  f rom backing  far .  I  must  
have  looked  l ike  E .  Power  Biggs  on  the  mighty  Wurl i tzer ,  though.  I  wished  for  foot  
pedals  a t  a  couple  of  po in ts  in  the  sequence!  
 
Bel le  Marie  Gets  Lots  of  Attent ion  
We re turned  las t  n ight  f rom four  days  on  Bel le  Marie .  Lef t  Wil lmington ,  N.C.  on  
Wednesday  morning  in tending  to  go  to  Beaufor t ,  N .C.  then  on  to  Okracoke  Is land  
and  Manteo  in  the  Outer  Banks .  Wind predic t ions  made  us  dec ide  to  go  to  Or ien ta l ,  
N .C.  on  the  Neuse  River  ins tead .  Spent  Thursday  a t  Or ien ta l ,  one  of  the  popular  
s top  over  c i t ies  on  the  ICW route  a f te r  a  one  hundred- th i r ty  mi le  run .  
 
Much of  our  t ime there  was  spent  g iv ing  tours  of  Bel le  Marie  and  answer ing  
ques t ions  about  her .  We don ' t  spend much t ime in  mar inas  so  a re  repea ted ly  
surpr ised  about  how much a t ten t ion  she  draws.  We had  a t  leas t  ten  couples  come on  
board  dur ing  the  course  of  the  day .  I t  fe l t  l ike  the  Wooden Boat  Show again .  Had 
one  lady  of f  of  a  sa i lboat  say  tha t  she  never  thought  she  would  regard  any  
powerboat  as  beaut i fu l ,  bu t  Bel le  Marie  changed her  mind .  
 
An Interest ing  Run  
On Fr iday  made a  one  hundred  for ty - f ive  mi le  run  across  the  Pamlico  and  
Albermar le  sounds ,  bo th  of  which  are  notor ious  for  the i r  roughness  and  the i r  
connect ing  r ivers  and  canals .  Bumpy,  but  no  b ig  dea l .  The  sa i l  takes  the  curse  of f  
beam seas .  We made these  long  runs  to  avoid  cross ing  the  rougher  a reas  in  some 
s t i f f  winds .  Glad  we d id  s ince  rough spr ing  f ront  went  th rough the  day  af te r  we 
crossed .  Sa turday  morning  brought  us  to  El izabeth  Ci ty ,  NC,  a t  the  southern  end  of  
the  Dismal  Swamp Canal ,  about  f i f ty  mi les  south  of  Norfo lk ,  Virg in ia .  
 
We’ve Covered the  Whole  East  Coast  
Hope  to  make  Char les ton  by  the  26th .  When we reach  Savannah,  Georgia  somet ime 
in  November ,  we  wi l l  have  covered  the  en t i re  East  Coas t  In tercoas ta l  Waterway 
inc luding  the  New Jersey  In tercoas ta l  which  a lmost  nobody cru ises .  (With  very  good 
reason!)  I  guess  we could  say  tha t  we have  covered  Cape  Cod to  Crys ta l  River  
F lor ida ,  which  i s  above  the  end  of  the  F lor ida  Gulf  Coas t  In tercoas ta l  Waterway.  
Now,  we jus t  need  to  do  Cape  Cod to  New Brunswick  to  have  covered  a l l  o f  the  Eas t  
Coas t  of  the  U.S .  
 
Now tha t  we have  come South  of  Savannah,  we have  comple ted  our  t rave ls  of  the  
Eas t  Coas t  In tercoas ta l  Waterway,  even  the  New Jersey  por t ion  which  no  one  ever  
does  (and  we won ' t  aga in!)  
 
Rough Water  Comfort  and Plenty  of  Stabi l i ty  
I t ' s  funny how t ime and  exper ience  changes  perspec t ives .  When we crossed  back  
f rom the  Eas tern  Shore  las t  t r ip ,  las t  month ,  i t  was  b lowing 20Kts+ wi th  3 -4  foot  
chop and  whi tecaps  f rom the  nor th .  Put  up  the  sa i l  and  tacked  back  and  for th  f i f teen  
degrees  every  th i r ty  minutes  to  avoid  a  d i rec t  beam sea .  Everybody was  comfor tab le  
and  Marie  was  even  ab le  to  make  lunch .  I 've  learned  how l i t t le  d i f fe rence  in  
d i rec t ion  i t  takes  to  change  the  mot ion  dras t ica l ly .  
 
The  des ign  has  GREATER s tab i l i ty  than  e i ther  the  Grand Banks  or  Krogan  des igns .  
The  mot ion  i s  rea l ly  too  quick  and  snappy for  comfor t  in  a  beam sea  because  of  the  
h igh  s tab i l i ty  and  the  s teadying  sa i l  i s  a  rea l  boon and  necess i ty .  We have  crossed  
f rom the  Eas tern  Shore  to  the  Western  Shore  of  the  Chesapeake  (Eas t  to  West)  wi th  
a  s t i f f  beam wind and  3- foot  beam seas  in  company wi th  a  Grand Banks  42 .  They 
had  to  s low down to  about  6  knots  and  tack  45  degrees  up  then  down sea  whi le  we 
went  s t ra ight  across  a t  8 .5  knots .  The  Grand Banks  was  ro l l ing  her  ra i l s  under  and  
throwing  people  a round ins ide .  They  might  look  sa l ty ,  bu t  they  scare  the  devi l  ou t  
of  me.  Too much weight  up  too  h igh .  The  sa i lboats  were  a l l  reefed  down and  
p i tch ing  over  the  swel ls  enough to  show l ight  under  the i r  kee ls .  Bel le  Mar ie  i s  a  
GOOD sea  boat .  
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A No-Problem Grounding  
The  previous  n ight  the  wind  sh i f t  f rom the  f ront  pass ing  had  b lown us  aground whi le  
we were  a t  anchor  because  I  had  anchored  r ight  a t  the  edge  of  the  shore .  We sa t  
there  perfec t ly  upr ight ,  sa fe  and  comfor tab le  unt i l  the  t ide  l i f ted  us  enough tha t  the  
wind  could  b low us  on  around and  back  in to  deeper  water .  Can  you th ink  of  another  
boat  on  which  tha t  would  have  been  poss ib le?  
 
More on Backing and Docking  
I ’ve  found the  s te rn  wi l l  whip  in  any  d i rec t ion  you  want  wi th  fu l l  rudder  and  id le  
ahead  for  a  second.  I 've  taken  to  bui ld ing  up  good momentum as tern  and  k ick ing  the  
s te rn  a round wi thout  los ing  a l l  o f  the  s te rnway.  With  no  kee l  a f t  the  s te rn  sl ides  
eas i ly  wi th  the  rudder  and  thrus t .  
 
A Hard Grounding  
I 've  f ina l ly  run  the  boat  aground HARD! Before ,  I 've  known tha t  the  water  was  
sha l low and  was  dr i f t ing  or  moving  a t  id le  speed .  We were  running  down the  
In tercoas ta l  Waterway,  in  South  Caro l ina ,  Sa turday ,  in  one  of  the  long  d i tch- l ike  
sec t ions  of  the  ICW. I  moved over  to  the  edge  of  the  cu t  to  le t  a  fas te r  boat  go  by ,  
bu t  fa i led  to  not ice  the  s t ream tha t  c rossed  in to  the  d i tch .  I t  had  ev ident ly  bui l t  up  a  
shoal  ou t  in to  the  channel  a t  the  edge .   
 
I  h i t  th is  l imes tone  ledge  a t  9  knots  behind  Myrt le  Beach  South  Caro l ina .  I t  was  
about  two fee t  down and  the  boat  "suc t ioned"  down onto  i t  before  I  could  pul l  the  
thro t t le  back .  We came to  a  comple te  s top  so  quick ly  and  I  s lammed in to  the  wheel  
so  hard ,  the  wheel  nu t  le f t  a  b ig  bru ise  jus t  south  of  my be l ly  but ton  and  my poor  
wife  was  thrown down,  bark ing  her  h ide  in  a  ha l f  dozen  p laces .  The  s te rn  wave  then  
caught  up  wi th  us  and  washed  us  over  the  ledge  and  we jus t  kept  go ing .  Noth ing  
ra t t led  (but  our  tee th  and  eyebal ls ) ,  no  creaks ,  no  groans ,  no  doors  popping  open ,  
no th ing .  When I  pu l led  the  boat  severa l  months  la te r ,  I  could  see  the  gouges  in  the  
bot tom pain t  tha t  ran  f rom about  two th i rds  of  the  way back  on  the  s ta in less  s tee l  
a rmor  p la t ing  and  down the  mass ive  bronze  skeg  tha t  pro tec ts  the  prop  and  the  
rudder .  In  any  o ther  boat  i t  would  have  broken  the  kee l  and  wiped  of f  the  prop  and  
rudder .  
 
Hydrodynamics  
There  i s  someth ing  rea l ly  d i f fe ren t  tha t  goes  on  under  Bel le  Marie  than  under  o ther  
boats .  The  hul l  shape  and  tunnel  must  rea l ly  make  the  water  f low in  very  d i f fe ren t  
way than  wi th  a  s tandard  hul l  shape .  
 
F i rs t ,  there  i s  no  bow wave .  E i ther  the  bow is  so  f ine  tha t  i t  never  ge ts  over  
d isp lacement  speed  or  the  tunnel  swal lows the  d isp laced  water  f rom the  bow.   
 
Second,  the  quar te r  waves  s tand  out  about  seventy  degrees  f rom the  hul l  ra ther  tha t  
the  for ty- f ive  degrees  tha t  o ther  boats  genera te .   
 
Thi rd ,  those  quar te r  waves  a re  la rge  ro l le rs .  We seem to  be  moving  a  huge  amount  
of  water  in  one  p lace ,  bu t  must  be  tak ing  back  some of  the  energy  tha t  moves  the  
water  s ince  we burn  so  l i t t le  fue l .  These  ro l l ing  qua r te r  waves  a re  fan tas t ica l ly  
a t t rac t ive  to  porpoises .  They  can  ev ident ly  "see"  the  ro l l  wi th  the i r  sonar  and  wi l l  
come hurry ing  f rom a  hundred  yards  away to  r ide  our  quar te r  wave .  They  wi l l  s l ide  
a long  in  i t  wi thout  e f for t  for  ten  minutes  a t  a  t ime.  I ' l l  ge t  i t  on  v ideo  one  day  and  
send  you  both  a  copy.  At  one  poin t  dur ing  th is  las t  c ru ise ,  we  had  f ive  on  one  s ide  
( inc luding  a  p ink  baby)  and  three  on  the  o ther .  I t  looks  as  i f  we  genera te  most  of  
our  wake  underwater  ra ther  on  the  surface .  (Poss ib le?)   
 
Four th ,  the  hul l  can  " fee l"  the  bot tom in  depths  of  less  than  ten  fee t .  At  ten  fee t ,  
c ru ise  RPM speed  drops  a  knot .  Less  than  ten  fee t  and  the  s te rn  begins  to  se t t le .  
Less  than  s ix  fee t  and  speeds  of  over  seven  knots  a re  not  poss ib le .  More  ev idence  
tha t  th is  hul l  d isp laces  water  downwards  ra ther  than  s ideways .  Kind  of  a  n ice  ear ly  
warning  sys tem too .  
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Shal low-Creek Anchoring  
I t ' s  rea l ly  nea t  to  be  ab le  to  ge t  up  ins ide  the  l i t t le  sha l low creeks  a long  the  
Waterway to  anchor  for  the  n ight .  Watched  a  Grand Banks  h i t  bo t tom twice  t ry ing  to  
ge t  in to  the  same p lace  we were  anchored .  I t  must  be  a  s in  to  fee l  tha t  smug.  
 
Nearly  500 Hours  and Going Strong  
We are  now a t  480  hours  and  s t i l l  a t t rac t  a  huge  amount  of  a t ten t ion .  Got  the  
"Beaut i fu l ,  what  year  i s  i t?"  ques t ion  f rom the  Capta in  of  a  100-foot ,  je t  d r ive ,  
super  yacht  las t  week .  He looked  rea l  puzz led  when I  to ld  h im 1996. 
 
Sipping Fuel  
We make about  10  knots  on  3 .5  ga l lons  per  hour ,  a t  about  1 ,700  rpm --about  1 .5  
knots  fas te r  than  the  fu l l  d isp lacement  t rawlers .  Our  210B Cummins  i s  too  much 
engine ,  bu t  was  the  only  s ix  cy l inder  motor  tha t  was  low enough to  f i t .  I t  cos t  a  b i t  
less  and  was  smoother  than  the  four  cy l inder  Yanmar  tha t  Dave  had  spec i f ied .  Fuel  
consumpt ion  of  the  two engines  i s  exac t ly  the  same.  
 
Ten Thousand Is lands  
We have  jus t  re turned  f rom a  long  t r ip  through the  Ten Thousand Is lands  and  the  
wes tern  par t  o f  the  Everg lades .  We ce lebra ted  our  th i r t ie th  wedding  anniversary  
dur ing  th is  t r ip ,  which  hard ly  seems poss ib le ,  so  we d idn ' t  take  anyone  wi th  us .  
 
These  waters  a re  idea l  for  Bel le  Marie .  SHALLOW!!  We rout ine ly  c ru ised  in  less  
than  f ive  fee t  o f  water  and  crossed  bars  and  s tayed  in  anchorages  wi th  about  th ree  
fee t  a t  low t ide .  We ac tua l ly  went  so  fa r  up  the  Li t t le  Shark  River  in to  the  
Everg lades  tha t  we were  on  the  Wilderness  Waterway,  a  canoe  t ra i l  th rough par t  o f  
the  Glades .  I f  you  look  on  a  map of  F lor ida  and  see  Cape  Sable  down on  the  very  t ip  
s l igh t ly  towards  the  wes t ,  the  Li t t le  Shark  River  i s  the  f i r s t  s t ream jus t  to  the  nor th  
of  i t .  
 
We scared  the  devi l  ou t  of  some canoeis ts  who were  not  expect ing  to  see  a  c ru is ing  
boat  coming around the  bend.  
 
The  weather  was  perfec t .  Warm days  and  cool  n ights .  We rea l ly  needed  the  nea t  
screens  tha t  we had  made  las t  summer  to  cover  the  ha tches  and  drop  windows in  the  
p i lo thouse .  This  was  rea l ly  a  n ice  t r ip  and  we are  looking  forward  to  ge t t ing  in to  the  
Keys  and  maybe  the  Bahamas .  
 
The Joys  of  a  Hard Dinghy  
We got  many envious  looks  in  Punta  Gorda  f rom people  in  inf la tab le  d inghies  who 
were  going  to  the  same fancy  res taurant  we were .  We ar r ived  in  our  smar tes t  c lo thes  
wi th  dry  but ts  in  our  e legant  d inghy.  They ar r ived  in  the i r  fancy  c lo thes  wi th  wet  
but ts .  I  had  a lso  forgot ten  how di f f icu l t  i t  i s  to  ge t  ou t  of  an  inf la tab le  onto  a  dock  
because  of  the  wide  tubes  in  the  way.  Do love  our  hard  d inghy!  
 
A Dolphin  Magnet  
We cont inue  to  a t t rac t  do lphins  when in  sha l low water  ( less  than  ten  fee t )  and  every  
t ime we do  I  remember  tha t  I  forgot  our  camcorder .  This  t ime one  of  the  dolphins  
had  a  t iny  baby,  about  two fee t  long  and  p inky be ige  in  co lor ,  wi th  her . . .couldn ' t  
have  been  more  than  a  couple  of  weeks  o ld .  I t  kept  per fec t  s ta t ion  on  her  tucked  jus t  
above  her  por t  s ide  f in  and  perfec t ly  mir rored  every  move even  when she  made  leaps  
out  of  the  water .  I t  was  jus t  wonderfu l  to  watch  and  ten  knots  d idn ' t  bo ther  the  baby 
a t  a l l .  I  wish  I  had  got ten  i t  on  tape ,  though.  
 
Praise  From A Pro  
I  have  to  pass  on  an  exper ience  to  you  tha t  happened  to  us  on  our  c ru ise  south  on  
the  S t .  John 's  River  las t  month .  We were  in  a  very  narrow par t  o f  the  River ,  go ing  
through a  l i t t le  town ca l led  Astor ,  when we met  up  wi th  a  huge  o i l  barge  and  
towboat .  Al l  o f  cen t ra l  F lor ida  a round the  Or lando area  i s  suppl ied  wi th  power  f rom 
a  bunch  of  o i l  f i red  genera t ing  p lan ts  tha t  a re  s i ted  on  the  cha in  of  lakes  tha t  i s  the  
headwaters  of  the  Sa in t  John 's .  
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The  towboat  capta ins  a re  the  " lords  of  the  r iver"  who never  de ign  to  speak  to  a  
p leasure  boater  un less  the  amateur  does  someth ing  to  incur  the i r  d isp leasure .  We 
usual ly  g ive  them a  wide  ber th ,  bu t  had  to  c rowd c lose  due  to  the  narrow t igh t  
quar te rs .  I  was  therefore  a  b i t  apprehens ive  when the  capta in  of  the  monster  towboat  
ca l led  me on  channel  16  and  asked  to  ta lk  wi th  me on  68 .  Ins tead  of  chas t i s ing  me 
for  some s tupid  maneuver ,  he  sa id ,  " I  jus t  want  to  compl iment  you  on  what  a  
beaut i fu l  c raf t  you  have .  Not  only  are  the  l ines  love ly ,  bu t  you  keep  her  in  beaut i fu l  
condi t ion ."  Wow! Talk  about  f la t te ry  f rom above!  
 

Cruising Aboard Twombly 
by John Perretti 

 
John Perre t t i  owns  Bel le  Marie ’s  s i s te r  sh ip  Twombly .  (Both  are  the  Summer Kyle  
des ign  or  c lass . )  A  wor ld- renowned mar t ia l -a r ts  champion  and  a  movie  and  
te lev is ion  s tunt  coord ina tor ,  John  doesn’ t  mince  words .  Here’s  h is  te rse  emai l  
account  of  h is  en t i re  t r ip  f rom Miami  to  Long Is land:  
 

Writ ing to g ive you some overv iews of  the Summer Kyle ' s  per formance 
(Twombly)  on th is  t r ip  up.  We loved making the vul tures  [Tow US] crazy,  
scoot ing through two feet  of  water .  They sa id we were bad for  bus iness.  
Noth ing beats  beaching her  and going crabbing wi th  neoprene g loves in  
the Carol inas.  I t  was s ix  to  e ight  feet  of f  Cape fear  and the hul l  speed 
was a lmost  s ix teen knots  SOG, down waves.  We saw Trawlers  wi th  
f loppers toppers  out  bury ing ra i ls .   We were p lan ing a l though wi th  no help  
of  the engine.  The whole wheelhouse is  jus t  so quiet .  The Simrad 
autop i lo t  worked beaut i fu l ly .  We came r ight  across f rom Norfo lk ,  a lmost  
one hundred and f i f ty  mi les  of f  Long Is land in  a  thousand fa thoms and 
got  spooled tw ice by someth ing BIG. Dolph ins  rub thei r  backs on the 
s tem whenever they see us.  F ly ing f ish are p icked up on the af t  deck for  
the f ry ing pan.  She is  a  great  of fshore boat ,  cru is ing at  11-12 knots  wi th  
the Gul f  Stream push.  
 
A l l  for  now. 

 
You can  ge t  most  of  i t ,  bu t  John rea l ly  i s  a  man of  ac t ion  and  few words .  Lucki ly  he  
ca l led  me on  h is  ce l l  phone  severa l  t imes ,  to  g ive  me l ive  updates  a long  the  way.  
Here ' s  an  expans ion . :  
 
Almost  every  t ime they  went  in to  rea l ly  sha l low water ,  loca l  boa ters—including  the  
towing  serv ice  boats—would  motor  over  or  rad io  to  "save"  them.  No one  would  
eas i ly  be l ieve  tha t  Twombly  d rew less  than  2  fee t .  
 
Off  Cape  Fear  they  were  running  down 6  to  8  footers ,  in  rea l ly  confused  seas .  John  
sa id  the  boat  handled  i t  g rea t ;  reg is te red  a lmost  16  knots  speed  over  the  ground for  
minutes  a t  a  t ime.  Then—when he  got  back  in to  the  ca lm In tercos ta l  Waterway 
again—he saw there  were  lo ts  of  c rabbers  working .  So  he  s imply  found a  beach;  
eased  the  boat  up  onto  i t ;  jumped of f ;  s tuck  the  anchor  in  the  sand;  and  went  
c rabbing  by  hand,  wi th  neoprene  g loves .  He te l l s  me Twombly ,  backed  back  of f—
when they  were  done—easy  as  p ie .  Jus t  gave  her  a  few burps  in  reverse  and  away 
they  came.  Crabs  for  d inner .  
 
Then ,  in  6 ,000  fee t  of  water ,  a t  the  canyon,  150  mi les  of f  Long Is land—again  in  6  to  
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8 foot  seas—they dec ided  to  go  f i sh ing .  Se t  a  l ine  and  got  an  immedia te  s t r ike .  
Whatever  i t  was  so  b ig  tha t  i t  s t r ipped  a l l  the  l ine  r ight  of f  the  spool .  They d id  i t  
aga in ,  and  got  the  same resu l t !  ( I  to ld  h im,  i f  they 'd  been  tuna  and  he  could 've  
landed  them,  he  could  have  pa id  for  the  boat . )  
 
Twombly ' s  too  has  proven  to  be  a  dolphin  magnet  jus t  l ike  Bel le  Marie .  John  a lso  
got  another  f ree  d inner  of  f resh  f ly ing  f i sh ,  jus t  wai t ing  on  af t  deck  to  be  cooked.  
 
 

Launching and Delivering Belle Marie 
by John Steele, Covey Island Boatworks 

Skept ics  and Quest ions  
Bel le  Marie /Summer  Kyle  was  launched in  June  of  '96 ,  jus t  two weeks  behind  
schedule .  She  f loa ted  to  her  l ines ,  and  a l l  p resent  pronounced  her  a  pre t ty  boat .  
Being  such  an  unor thodox hul l ,  though,  skept ica l  comment  was  inevi tab le .  Among 
the  onlookers  who’d  v is i ted  the  shop ,  looked  and  le f t  shaking  the i r  heads  were  a  
couple  of  des igners  who knew a  th ing  or  two as  wel l  as  severa l  exper ienced  bui lders  
and  scores  of  l i fe long  boaters .  We ' re  used  to  th is  sor t  o f  th ing  a t  Covey Is land .  
Nova Scot ia  i s  s teeped  in  t rad i t ion ,  a  p lace  where  new fangled  ideas  l ike  epoxy and  
bui ld ing  hul ls  ups ide  down d idn ' t  ga in  acceptance  for  most  of  the  two decades  we 've  
been  us ing  them.  Al though we,  too ,  had  some ques t ions ,  we  were  sure  of  the  boat .  
Af ter  a l l ,  B i l ly  Atk in  was  no  fool  and  years  ago  he  had  des igned  and  bui l t  many 
boats  us ing  th is  concept .  We weren ' t  los ing  any  s leep  over  her ,  bu t  I  admit  our  
cur ios i ty  d id  grow as  launch  day  approached .  
 
Sea Tria l  by  Ocean Passage  
Sea  t r ia ls  began  immedia te ly  and  she  handled  wel l .  The  hul l  was  more  eas i ly  dr iven  
than  anyone  expected ,  anyone  except—as Dave  Gerr  la te r  po in ted  out—Bil ly  Atk in!  
Af ter  a  minimum shakedown t ime,  i t  was  of f  to  the  Wooden Boat  show in  Myst ic .  
We se t  of f  down the  coas t  of  Nova Scot ia  and  across  the  Gulf  of  Maine ,  wi th  a  
chorus  of  skept ic ism verg ing  on  doom r inging  in  our  ears .  We were  tak ing  a  sha l low 
draf t  gunkholer  on  a  route  tha t  would  put  us  over  a  hundred  mi les  of fshore  c ross ing  
the  mouth  of  a  bay  tha t  no t  on ly  boas ts  the  wor ld ' s  h ighes t  t ides ,  bu t  i s  a lso  
renowned for  fog .  The  Gulf  of  Maine  has  a lso  seen  a  breeze  or  two. 
 
Offshore  in  Rough Going  
E ight  hours  out  f rom the  secure  lee  of  Cape  Cod i t  b reezed  up  to  twenty  to  twenty  
f ive  knots  so l id  and  the  seas  grew to  s ix  to  e ight  fee t  r igh t  on  our  beam.  Guess  
what?  She  took  i t  a l l  in  her  s t r ide  wi th  a  so l id  comfor tab le  mot ion .  Even in  these  
condi t ions  we cont inued  to  bunk down in  the  forward  cabin .  Later ,  on  the  o ther  s ide  
of  Cape  Cod where  the  canal  empt ies  in to  Buzzards  Bay,  th ings  were  jus t  a  tad  
nas t ie r .  The  same wind  was  now on  our  nose  and  the  waves  were  c lose  together  and  
s teep ,  bad  enough to  shake  up  any  boat .  Square  seas ,  s ix  to  e ight  fee t  ta l l  and  apar t  
marched  a t  us  r igh t  up  the  middle  of  the  narrow channel .  Bel le  Marie  rea l ly  showed 
her  s tuf f  by  put t ing  her  sha l low draf t  to  work  and  s l ipp ing  in to  sha l low water  jus t  
ou ts ide  the  channel .  We proceeded  down the  bay  in  a  c iv i l ized  manner  and ,  as  I  
reca l l ,  had  a  cup  of  tea .  Our  maiden  voyage  had  c lear ly  es tab l ished  th is  as  an  ab le ,  
wel l  mannered  and  very  comfor tab le  boat .   
 
 

A Charter Skipper’s Experiences 
by Captain Jim Stanek 

 
Deliver ing  Twombly—Bel le  Marie ’s  s i s te r  sh ip—from Norfo lk ,  Virg in ia  to  F t .  
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Lauderdale ,  the  de l ivery  sk ipper  had  th is  to  say  about  her :  
 

Twombly  went  through the water  beaut i fu l ly .  Even when the weather  b lew 
up hard between the openings [of  the in land waterway] ,  the f lare of  her  
bow sp l i t  the waves rea l ly  wel l .  
 
I  couldn ’ t  imagine how she could be so s tab le.  
 
I  now see the endless poss ib i l i t ies  of  a  shal low water  cru iser .  As 
someone who has had long- legged sa i lboats  mysel f ,  I  rea l ize a l l  the 
water  I ’ve been miss ing!  

 
J im Stanek ,  i s  a  de l ivery  capta in  wi th  30  years  exper ience  on  a l l  types  of  vesse ls .  
 
 

Twombly Renamed Moonbeam by New Owner 
and Continues to Prove a Superb Cruiser 

 
The 42’  Dave-Gerr  shoal -draf t ,  bu i l t  by  Covey Is land  as  Twombly  in  2000,  i s  now 
owned by  Ed Cur t i s  of  Bradenton  FL.  Renamed Moonbeam ,  she  wi l l  be  based  in  
York  Harbor ,  ME,  beginning  next  season  [2007] .  Ed  and  h is  wife ,  who both  have  30  
year’s  sa i l ing  and  power-boat ing  exper ience ,  say  they  are  de l igh ted  wi th  the i r  new 
vesse l :  
 

The boat  has per formed very wel l  for  us  in  a l l  sea condi t ions,  inc lud ing a 
br ie f  but  nasty  shor t  passage f rom Martha 's  V ineyard to Wood's  Hole 
(west  chop) in  50-p lus  knot  w inds and shor t ,  10-  to12- foot  seas.   
 
Dur ing our  200 hours  th is  summer,  we used an average of  3 .8  ga l lons per  
hour  wi th  most  of  the t ime spent  underway at  cru is ing speed—9.5 knots  
a t  2700 RPM on the Yanmar 170 HP d iesel .  I  es t imate that  th is  t rans la tes  
in to jus t  over  four  ga l lons an hour  a t  cru ise,  which is  not  incons is tent  
w i th  the engine 's  per formance specs.   
 
The boat  is  quiet  and very comfor tab le for  two people l iv ing aboard or  on 
extens ive cru ise.  The l ight  and a i ry  cab ins  are del ight fu l ,  and the des ign 
draws lo ts  of  a t tent ion and admirat ion.  I t  is  a  great  des ign that  you 
executed beaut i fu l ly .  

	  
	  


